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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

CHINESE CONCENTRATE EFFORTS ON CHING-CHIANG PROJECT;

OTHER FLOOD-CONTROL AND IRRIGATION MEASURES IN PROGRE3S

More than 200,000 workers sre engaged in strengthening the

ve a2 large area in Hupeh aund Hunan from

1uundatiou, and 1v building a 921 square kilometer floodwater re-

tention basin south of Chiang-
230,000 farming peopl

txsia.

tyr cope with a flood seascn flow of 23,

ling (Ching-chou), Hupeh, ZHome
£ have been removed from the proapective

The Peoplz's Liberatlan AMmy aud Alr Force broke p ice Jams
on upper Yellow River between Lan-chou and Ning-hsia. Spring re-
pair of Yellow River dikes in the lower reaches are

at Shen-chou, Honam.

Water is admitied to the Wei Fo Canal near Hsin-

Province, starting irrigation on 230,000 mou [B mou

of land and improving the navigability of the We

hsiang ana Tientsin.

Plied by the Tu Chiang (Min Chiang, has been

designed to

0CO cubilc meters per second

heiang F'ingyuan
equal one acr_e]

i Ho between Hsin-

A government-operated farm is %o begin the cultivation of
200,000 mou of alluvial deposit land near the mouth of the Yellow
River in Shantung, with the sxpactation of producing 20 million
catties of rice.

The irrigation system of the Ch'eng-tu (Zzechwan) basin, sup-

overhauled and the

sluice gates at Yep-hsien (Kuan-hsien) were formally opened for
the season on 6 April 1952.
¢

ﬁhoritiee of the Central and South Regional District con-
ducted in Hankow in December 1951 a conference on water conser-
vancy, exsminiang past weaknesses and planning objectives for 1952.
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MAJOR EFFORT ON CIIING-CEIANG FLOOD DIVERSION FROJECT -- Hankow, Ch'ang-chiang
Jih-pao, 6 Apr 52

Wuban, 4 April (Hsin-hua) -- More than 200,000 people are directly engeged
in strengthening and raising the height of the dikes on both sides of the Ching-
chiang section of the Yangtze River and of the Hu-tu Ho, and connecting them
at their north and south ends to enclose an area of over 921 square kilometers
to serve es a floodwater retention basin. At the north end, near Chiang-ling
(Ching-chou), a control lock to admit floodwater is to be constructed at T'ei-
p'ing-k'ou. Two locks to control the discherge of jmpounded water are to be
built, one at the southwest corne . aud one on the southeast gide above Cu-ch'~
ih-k'ou. Many large znd emall river craft are busily engaged in traunsporting
the equipment and supplies for this mammoth undertaking.

In 1921, over 5 million mou of cultivated land in the rice-producing area
lying north of the Vangtze River, between the citiss of Sha-shih and Hankow,
were inuadated and over 3 million people suffered from the effect of the flood-
waters. Formerly. alorng the river below I-ch'ang, there were many lakes and
shallov bagins which served t~ accommodate floodwaters, but in the course of
yaars these have become silted ap to sucen a degres that their storage capacity
has been greatly reduced. As a congequence, the leyel of water in flond sea-
son at Sha-shih often reaches more than bl meters /above Wu-sung zero datum
line/, and the flow is as much as 50,000 cubic meters per second, whereas the
caparity of the channel, which is narrow and windirg, is only seme k0,000
cubic meters per second.

Although the Ching-zhiang dike is 12 meters high, there is as much as 7
or 8 meters difference in level betvcer the inner foot and the citer foot of
the dike, Hence, if the dike should break suddenly at any point, the whole
region to the north and east would be imperiled, and, in addition, there would
be the possibility of the Yangt:e River changinc its course, resulting in the
para'ysis of navigetion above Hankow and the disruption of the economy of much
of southwest China. There {5 a saying amoug the people living in the Tegion
aroind Mien-yavg that due to frequent flood~ they only get one good harvest
every 10 years. This accurately reflects the seriousness of the flood peril
under which the people of this region have been living, and the hazard which
it is the purpose of this project to remove.

The Ching-chiang dike, which extends from Chiang-ling to Ma-pu-kuai, a
- Géistauce of 133 kilometers, is locally called the Dike of Fate, for upon the
successful completior of the present project, vhich is one of the major pro-
porticne, depends the fate of not only the 3 million people of the immediate
vicinity but also of the many more millions who live around the Tung-t'ing Hu,
ia Hunan, and in the downstream areas of Anbwei and Kiangsu.

230,000 FARMING PEOPLE MOVED FROM CHING-CHIANG BASIN -- Hong Kong, Hsing-tao
Jih-pao, .U Apr 52

Wuhan, 8 April (Hsin-hua) -- On 5 April, formal opening ceremonies marked
the fact that the Ching-chiang Flood Diversion Project is im full swing. The
chief of the project's engineering comraad, T'sng T'len-chi, and his associates,
Hsu Tzu-wvei and Yuan Chen, are all on tue site supervising operations. Over
200,000 troops and civilian laborers are in eager competition to complete the
task before the summer floods errive.

The site of this project lies in portions of Chiang-ling {Ching-chou)

Hsiey, Kung-an Hsien, and Shih-shou Hslen. This area, roughly triangular ie
shu.pe';is bounded on the eagt by the Ching-chiang section of the Yangtze River,

-

RESTRICTED

.

Sanitized Copy Approvd for Release 2011/10/06 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700060378-5



o P A
- ¥ T !

d for Releas 2011/1 006 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700060378-5

.

Sanitized Copy Approve
[

RESTRICTED

on the west by the Hu-tu Ho, aung on.the south oy the An-nciang Ho. 1t 3z
such low land tha*r 1+ is flood=d 9 years out of ten; according to local

tradition one year oy clear water, 3 years of small floods and 5 years of
big floods. Some 230, 000 farmicg preopie formerly occupying the area hLave

been settled elsevhere, spurred by the slogan, "the removal of e few people
from one spot means the security of many."

The sdmission control lockes are to be constructed at T'ai-p'ing-k'ou,
near ilie point where the Hu-tu Ho diverges from the Yangtze River. Cne of the
discharge r.ubrol locks is tu be located &t the gouth end; pear !;'ua.ng-shuu-t'cu,

ir the vicinity of the Junction of the Hu-tu Ho and the An-hsiang Ho. ﬁ‘here
is to ve another dischargs control lock on the Chicg-chiang side, sbove (ni-
ch'th-k'ou,/

BOMB YELLOW RIVER ICE IAMS -- Korg Kong, Hsinz-tao Jih-pao, 8 Apr 52

Kuei-sui, 7 April {Peiping broadcast) -- Betwsan 1 - 14 March 1952, the
ice of the Yellow River from Lan-chou to Ning-ksis broke up, &nd floating ice
formed ice bridges at 15 places avd ice jams at 1S places in Suiyuan Province.

This cauces the watar tc back up tc such an extent thet it threevened to
floud une cuitivated fields along the tanks.

The peazants vere orgacizel to stand
the Central People's Govermment sent a det
up the jams and on 31 March seven airplane
When the task was completed the threat of

wat:h day and night. On 16 Harch,

achment of artillery iroops to blow
= were gent to assist in thie work.
floed: was removed.

PgSH SPRIRG REPAIRS OF YELLOW RIVER RIKES -- Hong Korg, Hsing-tao Jih-pao,
18 Apr 52

K'ai-feng, 1€ April (Esin-hua) -- Over 100, 000 peasant laborers are at
work ou the anmual spring repairs to the more than 2,000 1: E 11 equal one
mili.v’ oF dikes on both sides of the Yeliow River vhere 1t flows through the
provinces of dovan, Pingyuan, and Shantung. The objective 1s to make the
dikes high enough and strong encugh to stand a flow up to 223,000 cubic meters
Per secord vhen passing the ciiy of Shen-chou, Honen. It is esticated that the
more than £,500,000 cubic meters Of earthwork i{avolved will be finished by the

" end of May. The daily work norm is the moving of an average of 10 cubic meters
of earth per Ferson; some groups have already exceeded this mark.

Begides this work, over 2,400 men are
dam for the overfiow locks which were built
Ch'ang-yusn fsien, 'ingyuan provirnce,

laying a stone facing on a diversion
16 1991 nes” Shih-t'ou-chuang 1e

WATER ADMITTED TO THE WEI HO CANAL -- fong Kong, Hsing-tao Jih-pao, 18 Apr 52
Hein-hsiang, i7 forii (He in-hua) -- On 10 April 1952,
admitted to the nevwly construcied canal which is to conduct Yellow River water
into the Wei Ho. /This Wei Eo should not be confused with the Wei River which
enters the Yellow River near T'vag-kuan on the edge of Shensi F‘rovince_.] The
purpose of this project, which was begun in 1951, is to increaza the navigabhility
of the Wei Ho betwsen Hsin-hsiang and Tientsin, and to irrigate some 230,000
mou of valuable agricultural land on both sides of the Peiping-iisnkew Railway
north of Hsin-hsiang. The gates were opened gradually to perzit a flow of 49
cubic meters per ~econd which soon found its way io the adjoining wheat rields.
Next year, the project is to be enlarged to irrigate up to 860, 0CO mou of land.
At the ceremony, the cr.al was named The People's Victory Canal.

water vas formally
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TC FARM DELTA OF THE YELLOW XIVER -- Hong Koug, Hsing-tao Jih. a0, 16 Mar 52

Tsinan, 15 March (Hsin-hua) -- The Department of Agriculture and Forestry
of the Shantung People's Goverument have undertaken the establishment of &
large goverement-operated mechanized farm near the mouth of the Yellow River.
In Kugng-Jao Hsien, Li-ching Hsieun, and K'en-1i Hsien *here are some 600,000
mou. of uncultivated but potentially fertile land which vas formed by alluvial
deposit. It is plamned to put 200,000 mou of this land under cultivation this
year and on it to produce about 20 million catties of riece. The organization
of the projJect and the procurement of power equipment and tools are now under
wvay. It is expected to have the whole area under cultivation in 3 years.

gVERHAUL Ci{'ENG-TV BASLN IRRIGATION SYSTEM -- Houg Kong, Hsing-tao Jih-peo,
Apr 52

Chuughing, 5 April {Hsin-hua) -- The anrual repair of the irrigation system
of the Tu C' {ang /probebly should read the Min Chian§7 which waters 3 million
mou in the Ch'eng-tu basin, has been completed. On 1 April, some 8,000 pecple
were present at Yen-hsien /probsbly should reasd Kuaa-hsien / on the occasion
vhen the sluice gates were formally opened for the comicg season. In this
clearing of the irrigation canals, an aggregate surface of 2,650,000 square
meters vere cleared and the embankments and sluice gates were strengthened.

By the establishment of control stations to regulate the flow of water in
the various canals, the irrigated area has bteen increaszed by 33,000 mou. I
sdditinn, 150,000 mou which formerly did nct receive erough water, will now
bte assured of an adequate supply.

CENTRAL AND SOUTH REGION BOLDS WATER CONSERVANCY CONFERENCE -- Hankow, Ch'ang-
chiang Jih-pao, 5 Jan 52

Hankow -- An important 10-day conference o water comservancy matters was
held ir Hankow, 15 - 24 December 1951, attended by representative officials,
enple=are, executives, and cadres from all the provinces in the Central and
Soakh Reglonal District. After unhurried consideration of the accomplishments
of and weaknesses in the work during 1950 and 1951, and the pressing needs for
1952, the conference reached the following conclusions:

The aggregate volume of water conservancy projects planved for 1952 shall
include: earthwork, one trillion cubic meters, [Eig7; masoary, 375,000 cubic
meters; additional irrigated land, 28 million mou; small-scale improvements such
as wells; ponds, embankmeuts, ditches, weirs, etec., totaled 970,000 pieces of
work; and the acreage to benefit from above small-ncale projects, 39,900,000
mou, .

The past weaknesses were found to irnclude: lack of adequate planning:
projects undertaken without approval of supervigsory agencies, resulting in
defects and waste; main cousideration given to large rivers, with aeglect of
small tributary streams; waste in use of manpower and equipmeunt; and emphasis
by cadres on quantity instead of on quality.

The central aims for 1952 include: improviug the guality of winter work
and meking full ypreparation for 1952 spring work; assembling the necessary
matérials and equipment; promoting greater degree of interest and cooperation
on the part of the masses in water couservancy and drought prevention work;
promoting the Production and Economy Movement; opposing corruption, waste, and
bursaucracy.
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